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News from the ACT NRM Council

ACT NRM Communiqué No 3/2009
The 19th meeting of the ACT NRM Council was held on Tuesday, 9 June 2009.  

Council welcomed two new members Dr David Shorthouse and Ms Sherry McArdle-English.  Dr Shorthouse brings to the Council his knowledge of conservation planning and environmental research work in the ACT.  Ms McArdle-English will bring to the Council her experience as an ACT rural landholder and her expertise in community engagement and marketing.

Dr Sarah Ryan and Mr Bill McCormick have been reappointed for a further three years in their respective roles as Chair and Deputy Chair of the Council.  

In keeping with the Council’s undertaking to focus on priority areas identified at the beginning of 2009, Council received a presentation on environmental volunteering from Dr Tom Measham, Human Geographer with Social and Economic Sciences Research Program CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems.  Dr Measham’s work focuses on the motivation for volunteering and what volunteers gain from their volunteering experiences. The presentation provided valuable information that can be used in harnessing volunteering capacity to assist with the delivery of NRM targets.  

Council also had discussions with Mr Russell Watkinson, Director of Parks, Conservation and Lands, from the Department of Territory and Municipal Services about areas of mutual interest and opportunities for continuing and strengthening their partnership.  

An update was provided to Council on progress being made in a number of other areas of Council priority, areas, including:

· an inaugural Researchers’ Roundtable with members from ACT environmental research institutions on 10 June;

· ongoing meetings with key stakeholders; and

· implementation of the online reporting system, enQuire by July 2009;

· development of a strategy for building capacity and collaboration between the ACT’s NRM research organisations and linking them to knowledge users.

Council discussed the development of its Communications Strategy, identifying a number of tools that will be useful in disseminating information to Council’s present and future partners and stakeholders. 

Council’s Draft Indigenous Engagement Strategy was discussed and will be further developed and reviewed at future meetings.  The Council wishes to develop a mutually beneficial partnership with the Indigenous community that serves to increase capacity and ensure the community’s robust and sustainable future through community engagement and development.

The Council is also developing a discussion paper on the need for an Environmental Planning Framework for the ACT.

The next Council meeting will be held on 28 July 2009.
ACT Environment Grants Update
The preliminary assessment of the ACT Environment Grant applications is almost complete with the results to be forwarded to the Minister.  We are aiming to have the announcements of the successful applicants by mid August.
News 

ACT Land Keepers Wins Land and Biodiversity Banksia Award

ACT Land Keepers, a partnership project between the ACT Natural Resource Management Council and Greening Australia Capital Region, won the Land and Biodiversity Banksia Award at the Awards ceremony on Friday the 24th July. 

The Land and Biodiversity Award is presented for protection and enhancement of land systems, soil and biodiversity, at a species or ecosystem level.

The Landkeepers project, funded by the ACT and Australian Governments, targets the conservation of rural and non-urban land. The project has engaged 3,950 active volunteers, 56 rural land managers and ACT Government in the protection, enhancement and reestablishment of native vegetation and controlling weeds on 1,715 hectares across 181 sites throughout the ACT. The project also established a community seed bank and 18 Seed Production Areas which underpins revegetation activities and ensures future supplies of larger quantities and diversity of local seed.

ACT Land Keepers is proving to be an effective partnership between community, government and science. The project represents a model example of land managers, scientists, community volunteers and NGOs working together to achieve results at a landscape scale.
For more information about the awards, and to view other categories, visit http://www.banksiafdn.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&catid=42&id=137&Itemid=79#land. 
A Carbon Sequestration Audit of Vegetation Biomass in the ACT
As part of the ACT Government’s “Weathering the Change” Climate Change Strategy, a report on the carbon sequestration audit of vegetation biomass has been prepared by the Australian National University.  The report examines the potential for carbon sequestration in street trees, forests and pine plantations in Canberra and was tabled in the Legislative Assembly on the 25th June 2009.
The report can be downloaded from http://www.environment.act.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0020/155018/Carbon_Audit_ANU_Final.pdf 

Interim report of the EPBC Act review released 

An interim report of the independent review of the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999 (EPBC) Act has been released, pulling together the key issues raised through public submissions and consultations to date.
The interim report can be viewed at http://www.environment.gov.au/epbc/review/publications/interim-report.html 
Funding Opportunities/Grants

Funding under the Australian Pest Animal Management Program

Applications are invited from local and state government agencies, incorporated community groups and research organisations for the 2009 Australian Pest Animal Management Program (APAMP) funding round. 

APAMP funds research and extension projects that develop and promote improved monitoring and control techniques to reduce the agricultural impacts of pest animals. Grants of $10 000 to $100 000 a year over a 1-3 year period are available for individual projects and there is an expectation of significant in-kind and/or direct support from applicants and third parties.

To discuss your project idea and obtain the expression of interest proforma, please contact Jeanine Baker on (02) 6272 4220 (email: jeanine.baker@brs.gov.au). If your project is suitable you will be invited to submit a 2-4 page expression of interest by Friday, 28 August 2009 for initial assessment, followed by a full application process for successful preliminary proposals. Projects are expected to commence in early 2010.

Projects must have nationally applicable outcomes and be aligned with the Australian Pest Animal Strategy and/or Caring for our Country targets. Support will not be provided for routine pest animal management activities where benefits are limited to particular regions. For more information please visit the APAMP website http://www.daff.gov.au/brs/land/feral-animals/apamp. 
APAMP is funded under the Australian Government’s Caring for our Country initiative. 
Canon Environmental Grants
Now in its fourth year, the Canon Environmental Grants recognise organisations working on projects that benefit Australia's natural environment and reward them with product endowments to the value of $5,000 each. Five grants will be awarded in total.
Applications close Monday 31 August 2009. The successful applicants will be notified in late September and the Canon products presented shortly afterwards. 

For details see http://www.canon.com.au/about/environment/story_1707.html. 
Junior Landcare Grants
Through the Junior Landcare Grants Program, any school or organisation that would like to involve their students in landcare projects, in conjunction with local landcare groups, can apply for grants to assist them with the cost of their projects.

Closing Dates:
Coles and Yates grants are awarded quarterly. Closing dates for 2009 are:
 
Round 1:   Friday, 6th March
 
Round 2:   Friday, 15th May
 
Round 3:   Friday, 7th August
 
Round 4:   Friday, 23rd October
For more information visit http://www.juniorlandcare.com/Grants.htm 
A Variety of Funding Opportunities
There are various funding opportunities for projects such as community health and wellbeing that could overlap with environmental initiatives.  The following funding opportunities are not the traditional sources of environmental funding but may be of benefit to ACT organisations.
ACT Community Support and Infrastructure Grants – Closes 24th August 2009.
http://www.dhcs.act.gov.au/wac/community/grants 
ACT Seniors Grants and Sponsorship Program – Closes 24th August 2009
http://www.dhcs.act.gov.au/wac/ageing/seniors_grants/2009-10_program 
The Australia Council – a variety of Arts related community grants
http://www.australiacouncil.gov.au/grants 
Google Grants – In-kind advertising on Google Ads, ongoing.
http://www.google.com.au/grants/details.html 
Ian Potter Foundation – A variety of grants with different closing dates
http://foundation.ianpotter.org.au/how_to_apply.html 
Events, Courses and Volunteering Opportunities
Biodiversity Summit: Biodiversity for Climate Change
Saturday 8 August 2009, Canberra

Aiming to better understand the connections between biodiversity and climate, and why protecting natural ecosystems is essential to tackle the climate crisis

Speakers.  Dr Rachel Warren, Tyndall Centre UK, Prof Brendan Mackey, Fenner School ANU and more

This one-day forum is for anyone interested in biodiversity and the climate challenge – researchers, lawyers, land managers, activists, students, policy-makers, and interested individuals.

Registration.  Standard $95, low income $55 (includes lunch and morning and afternoon tea)

Organised by Green Institute www.greeninstitute.com.au and Lawyers for Forests www.lawyersforforests.asn.au

To find out more and register on-line go to http://www.biodiversitysummit.org.au/ and for any queries email biosummit2009@gmail.com. 
Reading the Landscape – A Down to Earth Workshop
Learn How To:

· Estimate the functional status, trend and condition of grazed lands

· Identify the proximity of the functional status to critical thresholds for self-sustainability.

· Assess the role of threatening processes.

· Propose appropriate rehabilitation approaches in rangelands or remnant woodlands.

· Assess the progress of rehabilitation on other lands.

· What Is It?

Reading The Landscape (RTL) is a field-based monitoring procedure, using rapidly assessed simple visual indicators, to assess how well a landscape is working as a biophysical system. It is based on recent research findings and can be applied to a very wide variety of landscape types and many land uses.

The RTL course will cover:

· An explanation of the development of RTL as a concept by Powerpoint

· Field instruction in the methodology of RTL, with active participation

· Instruction in vegetation assessment in an extended functional context

· Data reduction and tabulation software use, Instruction in the use of an interpretive framework

· Discussion of report writing using RTL data

· The instruction is provided by the originator of the approach, and a free “after-course email service” is provided.

Workshop run by David Tongway (Fellow, CSIRO Sustainable Ecosystems & Visiting Fellow, School of Resources, Environment & Society, ANU Canberra), in conjunction with Royalla Landcare Inc.
When:   15th August 2009, 8:45am—4:30pm
Where:    Leanne & Mark Barrett, 37 Shearer Dr., Royalla NSW
Cost:   $25 includes CD of Course Training Material, Welcome Tea & Coffee, Morning Tea & Lunch

ACT OtherWISE Youth Sustainability Workshops
Are you a young person, aged (roughly) between 15 and 25 who is passionate about sustainability, or would you like to know more about how to make your life and your community more sustainable, and meet other young people committed to doing the same?

Then come along to the ACT otherWISE youth sustainability workshops

Learn more about how your lifestyle affects the planet, find out how you can make it greener, get support for green projects you might want to run, and meet other young people interested in environment issues.

The workshops cover topics such as ecological footprint analysis, how to encourage other people to make changes in their lifestyle, and action planning to get your sustainable ideas off the ground.  

These workshops are about sharing knowledge and making connections with other people who can help and support your sustainable ideas.

To participate, email otherwise@consact.org.au or call 6229 3211 and they will provide you with a registration form.

You can contact Michele via email or on 6229 3211 or 0411 095 165 for more information

Date:
Wed August 5, Wed august 12, and Thur August 20 2009
Time: 
6-8:30 pm
Place: Conservation Council, Meeting Room
 
3 Childers Street Acton (next to UniLodge) 
RSVP: otherwise@consact.org.au (essential)

Certificate IV in Business (Governance)
Our Community will be offering the popular Certificate IV in Business (Governance) 4-day course in just 2 weeks time. The course provides practical, accredited governance training for the members and supporters of the boards, management committees and councils of Australian community groups and schools. At $1,300, this course is significantly cheaper than equivalent courses in the commercial sector.

Key Benefits:
Australia's most inexpensive accredited governance qualification 
Fully recognised, accredited training linked to the Australian Quality Framework 
Training developed specifically for the community sector context 
Relevant to both new and experienced board members 
Open-entry course - no pre-requisite requirements 
Robust, practical and continuously updated learning materials written by experts in the field 
Engaging, experienced, approachable presenters and highly practical, interactive training 
Immediate assessment and no written exam

Venue:
Hyde Park Forum 
271 Elizabeth Street 
SYDNEY 
Room: Forum One

Date & Time: 
10 to 13 August (9:30am-4:00pm)

Cost: 
$1,300

Further information:https://www.ourcommunity.com.au/certiv

If you have any questions, please don’t hesitate to contact Our Community on 03 9320 6800 or service@ourcommunity.com.au. 
Sustainability Fair
The Urban Waterways Program is working closely with the inner north community to organise a Sustainability Fair at Banksia St, O'Connor, on Sunday September 13, 2009.  The aim of the fair is to showcase the proposed Banksia St wetland (due to be constructed by year's end) and a range of sustainable products and services.  The Conservation Council, Molonglo & Ginninderra Catchment Group, Waterwatch, Conservation Volunteers Australia, DECCEW, Inner North See Change and North Canberra Community Council will be promoting their services and information. 

For more information contact: Edwina Richardson 6207 5520 or Bonnie Reynolds 6278 3309.
Resources/Information
Glovebox guide to frogs of the ACT region
A guide to frogs of the ACT region has been published by the Molonglo Catchment Group to assist in the identification of selected frogs of the ACT and surrounding areas. 

The guide has been produced with the support of Forde Developments and with the cooperation of Frogwatch ACT. 

It is available from the Molonglo Catchment Group office in Queanbeyan as well as the Ginninderra Catchment Group, Southern ACT Catchment Group, Greening Australia and through your local Landcare Group.
Water Right Gardens Webtool for Canberra Released
The Water Right Gardens webtool has been recently released for Canberra. The webtool will help you explore how much water your garden needs to remain healthy, and the best time to apply this water. It will also help you understand what factors affect your own garden and lawn watering needs, including plants, soil, wind, shade, rain and the season. 
The tool is part of the ACT Government Think Water website and can be accessed at http://www.thinkwater.act.gov.au/water_calculators/watertool.shtml. 
Consultations
Consultation on Computer and TV Recycling
Minister for the Environment, Peter Garrett, in his capacity as the Chair of the Environment, Protection and Heritage Council (EPHC), has called for comment on a national approach to dealing with computer and television waste.

The consultation package includes a comprehensive analysis of the community's willingness to pay for recycling and provides options to promote discussion on a way forward.

Written submissions and comments close on Thursday 13 August 2009.

Find out more about the consultation package and how to have your say by visiting http://www.ephc.gov.au/
ACT Public transport plan released for comment
Chief Minister and Minister for Transport Jon Stanhope released the Strategic Public Transport Network Plan at a Sustainable Transport Roundtable attended by over 70 community leaders on the 27th July. 

Public consultation sessions are listed below.  More information and a sustainable transport survey is also available online from: http://www.sustainabletransport.act.gov.au/. 

Public Transport Consultation Open House
Date: Monday 10 August 2009 
Venue: Canberra Museum and Gallery, London Circuit Civic
Time: 12 noon to 4pm, drop in any time, hourly presentations 

Public Transport Workshops
Workshop 1
Date: Tuesday 11 August 2009 
Venue:Belconnen Premier Inn, Benjamin Way Belconnen
Time:7pm to 9pm 

Workshop 2
Date:Wednesday 12 August 2009 
Venue:Hellenic Club, Matilda St Woden
Time:7pm to 9pm 

For information about the consultation sessions, contact Amy Kingham on amy.kingham@act.gov.au. 
Awards, Competitions
The Regional Achievement & Community Awards for NSW/ACT
The Regional Achievement & Community Awards for NSW/ACT by Awards Australia are open until the 21st August 2009.  There are several awards, including Environment and Landcare Award, with prize money of $5000. (This is a different awards program from the ACT Landcare Awards).
The Regional Achievement & Community Awards for NSW/ACT are about recognising rural and regional achievers in your community. 

For full details visit http://www.awardsaustralia.com/RACA_nsw.html. 
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